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Project Major European Studies

Welcoming message

Choosing a specialisation that suits 

your interest takes extensive time and 

effort before coming to the right decisi-

on. The opportunities offered by the Uni-

versity of Amsterdam are extremely limi-

ted due to the COVID-19 pandemic: ac-

cessibility became remarkably confin-

ed, creating difficulties for students to 

gain first-hand information from both 

professionals and students within the 

fields of their specialisation. It is out of 

this lack of opportunities that 020 deci-

ded to establish Project Major. 

Besides informative events, Project 

Major entails a series of booklets com-

posed by students who are currently en-

rolled at the University of Amsterdam in 

the course they are writing for. Within 

these booklets, one can find the specific 

characteristics and interests that would 

help students flourish in their speciali-

sation. Furthermore, the booklets inclu-

de the exact courses within the discipli-

ne, accompanied by the practicalities, 

such as registration dates and additio-

nal study-related specifications. Finally, 

we provide insights from current stu-

dents and professionals within the field 

of the specialisations. 

By creating this project, 020 hopes to 

bridge the gap emphasised by the pan-

demic to help students  make a decision 

that suits them the most. If there are 

any inquiries or feedback concerning 

Project Major, we would love to hear 

from you. Get in touch with us through 

contact@020together.nl or visit our 

website, www.0-2-0.nl.

Sincerely,

The 020 team
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Project Major European Studies

East-European studies

Academic and Personal Interest

Most people choosing the East European 

Studies major have, unsurprisingly, a re-

latively distinct interest in East Euro-

pean affairs. While being one of the 

least picked majors, the specialisation 

mainly attracts students who really en-

joyed the “Other Europe” course, which is 

offered as an introduction in the first 

year. Equally important is the fact that 

students are not only interested in poli-

tical developments within the region 

today, but also have an interest in the 

history and culture of Eastern Europe. In 

the same vein, you will have a lot of stu-

dents who chose Russian as their lan-

guage specialisation in their first year. 

Nevertheless, choosing the Russian lan-

guage in the first year is not a require-

ment to excel in this major.

 

Students choosing this major can expect 

to concern themselves with the histori-

cal, cultural, and political develop-

ments of the region and gain different 

disciplinary insights into the relati-

onship between Eastern Europe, the 

West, and the European Union.

The Course Itself

While the major is one of the five dis-

tinct majors within the European Studies 

programme, attention should be paid to 

the fact that especially the first intro-

ductory courses are very historical. Pre-

pare to receive an abundance of infor-

mation about Russia and the Soviet 

Union since 1900 in 20th century Russian 

and Soviet History. You will be expected 

to rigidly do the readings and compre-

hend lecture material to comply with 

the requirement of writing a biweekly 

essay, which will make up around half of 

your total grade. The other components 

of your grade are the final essay and 

class participation, which is also easier 

to manage once you do the readings.

The second mandatory course is called 

Trials of Communism, which deals with 

famous political trials of the twentieth 

century in Eastern Europe. Here, you will 

learn about the nature of state-building 

in post-World War II Europe and how the 

Communist government consolidated 

their power in society.It is one of the 

only courses offered in East European 

Studies in which you take an exam. 

However, another part of the grade is 

determined by group presentations and 

projects.
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The electives in the majors are more di-

verse than the mandatory courses in the 

sense that they range from cultural sub-

jects, such analysing the interdependen-

ce between state and media under Putin 

(Russian Pop Culture), to conflict resolu-

tion and transitional justice, which is 

tackled in the course Post-Yugoslav 

States and Transitional Justice. You can 

really tailor your electives to your disci-

plinary interests, while still concerning 

yourself with the complexities and di-

versity of Eastern Europe.

Most Popular Future Options 

Common master’s degrees after finis-

hing your bachelor with the Eastern 

Europe major are the complementary 

master’s programmes in fields such as 

East European/ Eurasian/Russian Stu-

dies, European Policy or European Iden-

tity and Integration.

After pursuing a master in a field like 

this, there are several future options for 

you. Through the multidisciplinary out-

look, which you will acquire as a stu-

dent of East European Studies, you will 

gain an in-depth understanding of the 

region. This knowledge can prepare the 

grounds for a career at a European insti-

tution, such as the OSCE and European 

Council for Foreign Affairs. 

Moreover, you can pursue a career in a 

national ministry of foreign affairs. If 

you have a great interest in writing, 

choosing the East Europe Major can pro-

vide you with knowledge to start pur-

suing a career in the media, such as 

being a correspondent. Lastly, you can 

continue researching and remain in aca-

demia.

Practical Information on the Specialisati-

on 

East European Studies is one of the more 

ambiguous majors, which is why a lot of 

students do not end up choosing it, as 

they prefer the straight-forwardness and 

practicality of the Law and Economics 

major. Nevertheless, rest assured that if 

you do have strong affinity with Eastern 

Europe and are interested in the contem-

porary developments of the region, this 

major will be beneficial to you in acqui-

ring the skills necessary for a job in your 

field of interest.

Another great bonus of the major is that 

if you show genuine interest and study 

diligently, you will be rewarded with 

favorable grading, which will usually 

inspire you to work even harder. Be pre-

pared to write many essays (and not 

that many exams) and continuously 

improve your writing skills. 
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Through that, by the end, writing a 

final paper will be less of a burden 

than an exercise to test these acade-

mic writing skills. Lastly, by choosing 

the East European Studies Major, you 

will access not only the toolbox of 

academic research in the field of hu-

manities, but also the ability to ana-

lyse different developments from va-

rious disciplinary fields, which pre-

pares you for the diversity of interna-

tional institutions in your later 

career path.

Lorem ipsum
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Project Major European Studies

European Law

Academic and Personal Interest

European Law is meant for students who 

are interested in the law and the politi-

cal and administrative forces that help 

determine the character of the EU, so, 

generally speaking, the legal organisa-

tion of the EU. It is a major where your 

reading skills will be heavily developed 

through learning how to read judge-

ments, treaties, and about the organisa-

tion and structure of legal texts. 

The Course Itself

In the European Law major, you will 

have five mandatory courses and 2 out 

of 6 restricted choice electives. The 

mandatory courses are: Institutional 

and Substantive Law of the EU (ISLEU), 

the Major Workshop in European Law, 

Philosophy of Humanities in Area Stu-

dies and in European Studies (2), and the 

European Studies Workshop: European 

Studies at Work. The restricted choice 

electives are: EU Migration Law, EU 

Private International Law, Federalism 

and the Separation of Powers in the 

European Union, Unequal Europe: Social, 

Economic and Spatial Justice Across 

European Cities and Regions, EU Inter-

nal Market Law, and EU International 

Relations Law. All are worth 6 ECs. 

Moreover, you can pursue a career in a 

national ministry of foreign affairs. If 

you have a great interest in writing, 

choosing the East Europe Major can pro-

vide you with knowledge to start pur-

suing a career in the media, such as 

being a correspondent. Lastly, you can 

continue researching and remain in aca-

demia.

Practical Information on the Specialisati-

on 

East European Studies is one of the more 

ambiguous majors, which is why a lot of 

students do not end up choosing it, as 

they prefer the straight-forwardness and 

practicality of the Law and Economics 

major. Nevertheless, rest assured that if 

you do have strong affinity with Eastern 

Europe and are interested in the contem-

porary developments of the region, this 

major will be beneficial to you in acqui-

ring the skills necessary for a job in your 

field of interest.

Another great bonus of the major is that 

if you show genuine interest and study 

diligently, you will be rewarded with 

favorable grading, which will usually 

inspire you to work even harder. Be pre-

pared to write many essays (and not 

that many exams) and continuously 

improve your writing skills. 
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Institutional and Substantive Law of the 

EU

In this course you will essentially learn 

the basics of EU law and its terminology. 

You will learn about the history of the EU 

constitution, how votings and decisions 

are conducted, and how to read a judge-

ment of the Courts of Justice. The as-

sessment consists of two exams (40% 

each) and a presentation (20%). The 

course will be worth 12ECs of your 

major. 

Major Workshop in European Law

In this practical class, you will learn  to 

write using legal terminology. The as-

sessment will be based on you writing 

an advocate’s general opinion (as if you 

were one of the advocates at the EU 

Courts of Justice) about a fictitious 

legal case. 

Philosophy of Humanities

The two philosophy courses will give 

you insight into the theories and phi-

losophical work behind European Stu-

dies and also in humanities and social 

sciences. You will learn about European 

culture, history and language, as well as 

the most important philosophical move-

ments in Europe such as postmodernism 

and eurocentrism. 

This will be delved into deeper in the 

Philosophy in European Studies, where 

you will also look into law, politics, and 

geography and how these influenced 

shifts in thought and culture in Europe 

along the years.

European Studies Workshop 

European Studies at Work: In this practi-

cal workshop, you will learn more about 

how to apply practical and theoretical 

knowledge in the field of European Stu-

dies to the professional world. You will 

learn how to apply your knowledge on 

European Studies into fictitious case 

studies, especially with legal skills and 

how the course transmits into the job 

market. This workshop is made to give 

you insight into what career and acade-

mic paths you can follow with your 

major in European Law and overall 

course in European Studies, an area 

where often many students feel they 

lack guidance towards the end of their 

studies. 

Most Popular Future Options 

Most students that take the major of 

European Law will often go into a career 

in law by taking a master’s track and 

then often working at a law firm or con-

sulting agency, for example.



It is important to know, however, that 

if you want to follow a master’s in law 

at the UvA, you will need 45ECs of law 

courses prior, so it would be good to 

consider this and register for extra law 

courses during your major so you 

aren't caught by surprise. You can also 

go into fields such as diplomacy, wor-

king at NGOs, international political 

organisations and policy analysis and 

advisory, for example. 
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Practical Information on the Specialisation 

It should come as no surprise that the 

major in European Law comes with many 

law courses throughout the year. This 

means that you will pick up on many skills 

that you would otherwise have as a law 

student, but also that the material will be 

filled with understanding law jargon, 

terminology, and writing in the field, 

accompanied by a lot of readings. You 

will have to learn how to read and inter-

pret a judgement and how to successfully 

write case summaries. For this, it is advi-

sed that you compile your own database 

with all the cases you go through, their 

abbreviations, and the terminology as it 

can be quite confusing and overwhelming 

in the beginning. 



Project Major European Studies

European Culture

Academic and Personal Interest

When choosing the major European Cul-

ture, one quickly notices that most of 

the people who head in this direction 

have a close connection or big interest 

in European history. However, though in-

terested in history, this is not the specia-

lisation in which they’d like to end up. 

This is not weird since it’s well known 

that history and culture are connected 

to one another. Another reason why ES-

-students choose the major European 

Culture is the motivation to look at Eu-

ropean politics or conflicts and the Eu-

ropean Union from a cultural perspecti-

ve. Think about for example the Catalo-

nian crisis or the Ireland, Northern-Ire-

land matter. 

European Culture is also the most up to-

-date major. The material for the other 

majors has changed very little over the 

past few years. For European Culture, 

however, being pragmatic and aware of 

current changes surrounding the politi-

cal and cultural climate within Europe 

form the base of the course. For exam-

ple, when it had just been announced 

that Brexit was really happening and the 

EU had given its go to the separation, a 

new course was immediately set up in 

the programme for the second year.

The last reason that is mostly a big mo-

tivation for students to pick this major is 

an interest in first-year courses that are 

focused on culture. One very important 

one in this matter is the course National 

Thought in Modern Europe, taught by 

Joep Leerssen. Culture courses from the 

first year give a very good overview 

already of what to expect from the 

major and its courses further on in the 

programme. 

The Course Itself

European Culture students are obliged 

to collect a total of 120 ECTS in the 

second and third year of European Stu-

dies. Depending on which language you 

have chosen to follow in your first year 

to complete, there are two study pro-

grammes to choose from.

Second year

The first programme, language group A, 

consists of 24 ECTS free choice and 36 

ECTS mandatory courses. The room for 

free choice ECTS is filled with your lan-

guage and two major-bound courses 

that you can choose yourself.
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The second programme, language group 

B, consists of 36 ECTS free choice  and 

24 ECTS mandatory courses, of which 

the language that you have chosen 

makes up for 24 ECTS.

For both of the programmes, one of the 

leading courses in the second year will 

be Articulating Europe: Cultural Histo-

ries of a Political Idea. The main topic in 

this course are the multiple ways, 

scenarios, and differentiations in politi-

cal policy may be created but with a 

cultural background. 

In the first half of the course, you will 

learn about specific traditions of des-

cribing Europe in history-writing, imagi-

native geographies and maps, anthropo-

logy, and travel literature and the roles 

they have played in constructing images 

of Europe particularly through narrative. 

You will study key primary texts from 

classic thinkers about Europe as well as 

perspectives from outside and learn to 

critically analyse key themes in Euro-

pean identity, such as progress, climate, 

religion, colonialism, and othering.

In the second half of the course, you will 

apply methods from “imagology” to 

understand national and regional (e.g. 

East-West, North-South) stereotypes as 

reflected in fiction and film. You will 

study major films from European cultu-

re, and learn to identify stereotypes 

through the analysis of text and context. 

As well as intra-European images, we 

will examine myths of Europe vs. Ameri-

ca and Europe vs. India. 

Third year

The third year, in which you will be wri-

ting your thesis has a far more different 

division in free choice and mandatory 

courses compared to the second year. 

The programme for language group A 

consists of 48 ECTS free choice courses 

and twelve mandatory courses, which is 

your bachelor thesis. Twelve ECTS can 

be collected picking electives that are 

bound to another major of European Stu-

dies. Another twelve ECTS can be collec-

ted by passing electives from other stu-

dies or by simply picking a minor. 

Instead of this one can also choose to 

do an internship at a firm or company 

that’s connected to his or her studies.
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The third-year programme for the B 

group however again looks way diffe-

rent. Since students in this language 

group weren't able to follow the manda-

tory “Philosophy of the Humanities”- 

courses in the second year because 

instead they had to do their entire lan-

guage in one year, they’ll be following 

those courses in this year. Next to this, 

there will be 36 ECTS free choice cour-

ses in which a student can follow minor 

courses, do an internship and follow a 

course focused on deciding where you 

will be focusing your thesis on (just like 

in programme A). This lands a student in 

its third year of the studies on a total of 

48 ECTS free choice courses and a 12 

choice mandatory course, which is your 

bachelor thesis.

Most Popular Future Options 

Since the major is focused on culture, it 

would be very easy to assume that one 

might become an expert in the European 

cultural fied. This, however, is not true. 

After finishing your major European Cul-

ture, there are many options, especially 

if you’re going to do an internship, to end 

up in other fields. A big field one might 

end up in is politics. Brussels is the 

focus of the European Union and Euro-

pean policy as a whole. Over 40 natio-

nalities and cultures get together to 

think about the future and policy within 

Europe. Politics is being defined by our 

cultural differences and agreements. 

Our definition of politics within Europe 

and the European Union, thus, can lite-

rally be redefined by one term—culture.

Another field you can have a big chance 

of ending up in is the field of media and 

journalism. During the major, you’re 

trained to formulate, write, and provide 

solid texts and information about a cer-

tain topic which matters today and 

intrigues your professor and peers. Why 

not use this to your advantage and 

apply it to your work life by working in 

the news, journalism or media branch?

Lorem ipsum
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Moreover, you can pursue a career in a 

national ministry of foreign affairs. If 

you have a great interest in writing, 

choosing the East Europe Major can pro-

vide you with knowledge to start pur-

suing a career in the media, such as 

being a correspondent. Lastly, you can 

continue researching and remain in aca-

demia.

Practical Information on the Specialisati-

on 

East European Studies is one of the more 

ambiguous majors, which is why a lot of 

students do not end up choosing it, as 

they prefer the straight-forwardness and 

practicality of the Law and Economics 

major. Nevertheless, rest assured that if 

you do have strong affinity with Eastern 

Europe and are interested in the contem-

porary developments of the region, this 

major will be beneficial to you in acqui-

ring the skills necessary for a job in your 

field of interest.

Another great bonus of the major is that 

if you show genuine interest and study 

diligently, you will be rewarded with 

favorable grading, which will usually 

inspire you to work even harder. Be pre-

pared to write many essays (and not 

that many exams) and continuously 

improve your writing skills. 

Practical Information on the Specialisation 

There is very little practical information 

that has to be provided surrounding the 

major. Like with any other thing in the 

world, however, one has a few matters. 

First, expect the unexpected. The major Eu-

ropean Culture can come across as a 

major with a lot of freedom. This freedom 

can especially be found in the fact that a 

big part of the grading is being made up by 

the grades of the papers that you’ll be wri-

ting. Papers count for at least 50% of your 

final grade. This is a great thing if you’re a 

great writer. However, make sure that 

before you start with this course your 

knowledge on either Europe or the Nether-

lands, depending which track you’ll be fol-

lowing, is on point. Good grades don’t 

come easy so make sure what you write is 

perfect.

Another aspect that you have to take into 

account  before choosing this course is the 

amount of reading work. Make sure that 

your time management is on point to be 

able to read all of the mandatory materi-

al.

Last of all, make sure that you stay up to 

date with news and everyday develop-

ments in the world on a cultural level, 

especially the ones surrounding us. The 

news is your best friend, remember that.

Knowledge is power.
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Project Major European Studies

European Economics

Academic and Personal Interest

This major is aimed at students intere-

sted in the basics of micro- and ma-

croeconomics, the reason behind the 

supply-demand graphs, certain econo-

mic concepts (ie. price ceiling/floor, in-

elastic/elastic demand, quotas, tariffs, 

taxes, different types of goods), the 

reason for Free Trade Agreements, how 

banks operate, the reason behind the 

2008/2009 Euro Crisis, the concept of 

comparative advantage, and so on. The 

European Economics course will have a 

minimum of maths and the electives are 

more focused on policy (Macroecono-

mic Policy, Political Economy), history (A 

Monetary History of Europe), philosophy 

(The Future of Capitalism), and a gene-

ral deepening understanding of globali-

sation. 

Considering the thesis—that you start in 

April and finish by the first of July—dif-

ferent possibilities are given depending 

on the Research Seminar that you 

choose as a prior prep course. Either you 

decide to stay in the subject range of 

your major, regarding economics this 

year has research seminars focused on 

either the Eurocrisis, sustainability or 

globalisation and public finance.

Moreover, there are five interdisciplinary 

seminars, meaning that your thesis does 

not necessarily have to relate to your 

major or one of the three topics mentio-

ned above. This year there were some 

topics on democracy, culture, law and 

history. Your thesis should be in the 

boundaries of the research seminar but 

you can discuss this with your teacher 

when the time has come.

The Course Itself

This course is split in micro- and ma-

croeconomics. Microeconomics focuses 

on the level of households and firms as 

a wheel of the economy. You will learn 

how to interpret and draft graphs (sup-

ply/demand, cost of production (margi-

nal costs etc.),  but also why we engage 

in trade and the behaviour of consu-

mers. Moreover, you will learn the reas-

ons for and against taxes, price floors/-

ceilings and how the economy is seen as 

the allocation mechanism of scarce 

resources through getting to know con-

cepts such as perfect competition, 

mono- and oligopoly etc. Macroecono-

mics focuses on a broader scale at the 

level of states. You will learn about the 

banking system, monetary and fiscal 

policy, exchange rates and the Euro 

Crisis. 
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Electives

Currently, there are five electives in the 

EU Economics major. 

A Monetary History of Europe is fairly 

self-explanatory as it is covering the 

(short) history of the Euro but also ques-

tions such as where money derives its 

value from and the important role of the 

dollar. 

The course Unequal Europe is an inter-

disciplinary course because it also im-

plies angles of European Law and inclu-

des a political and social component 

through looking at the divides in Europe.

Macroeconomic Policy in the EU focuses 

on the relation between the Euro and the 

economy of the member states. It looks 

at reasons for and against the adoption 

of the Euro and the policies that were 

adopted with its introduction. However, 

in the future the content of this course 

seems to be subject to change, for more 

see: https://studiegids.uva.nl/xmlpage-

s / p a g e / 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 - e n / s e a r c h -

-course/course/76650  

The course on the Political Economy of 

the Eurocrisis focuses on the reason 

behind monetary policy and the Euro 

Crisis. Moreover, it shows the future 

implication of the Euro Crisis and the 

reaction of states. It goes more in-depth 

on the role of the banks and the beha-

viour of the European Member States.

The Future of Capitalism is a course in 

which famous economists and current 

economists are studied through reading 

many sources and a book. It evaluates 

the debates and ideas of the past 

through acknowledging and applying 

critical thinking. By gaining a sense of 

the past discussions on capitalism, the 

course tries to equip you with important 

opinions and models of economic thin-

king.

Keep in mind that the major workshops, 

which only last for one month, are quite 

intense. Sometimes you might be asked 

to write assignments and compile data 

in diagrams every week. However, they 

build up upon the previous courses and 

are more real-life based in the sense 

that you have to apply your knowledge 

to actual situations such as youth 

unemployment, for instance.
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Grading is based on three-hours-long 

exams as well as mid-term assignments 

or exams. Some electives include take-

-home exams or essays and presentati-

ons or literature reviews. The major can 

be challenging, however, if you tend to 

be able to quickly understand (economi-

cs) abstract models, despite not always 

being 1:1 applicable to the real world 

and if you enjoy to critically question 

and learn more about the reason behind 

the economy and its financial system, 

this major will suit your interests.

Popular Future Options

The UvA offers two main master’s for this 

specialisation, namely Identity & Inte-

gration and European Policy. As an un-

dergraduate of European Studies, you 

can also apply for the East European 

Studies master’s, irrespective of the  

major you took.

Generally, the choice of a master’s de-

pends much on your minor and elective 

courses that you take. For instance, you 

can do an International Relations 

master if you have taken some courses 

at the Faculty of Social Sciences. 

You will have to check some general 

requirements on the respective website 

of the degree, however, I recommend 

doing this at the beginning of your third 

year, otherwise there can be an unexpec-

ted surprise when you realise that you 

do not have taken the adequate courses 

for a master’s that you were eager to 

pursue.

Nonetheless, usually, the European Stu-

dies programme is sufficient for most 

master of arts.

Practical information on the 
specialisation.

Language course.

Considering the mandatory language, 

there are two groups of language 

camps. Group A considers students who 

want to learn Dutch, French (beginner or 

intermediate), German (beginner, inter-

mediate or advanced), Spanish, Italian 

or Russian. There is also one course for 

students who do not wish to learn a lan-

guage (the World in Fragment and Euro-

pean Public Spheres: Debating Europe).

Group B consists of Arabic, Catalan, 

Czech, Scandinavian, Hebrew, Polish, 

French (advanced), Greek, Serbo/Croa-

tian. 
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The difference between the two groups 

is that it changes your study schedule 

for the 2nd and 3rd year. While language 

group A will have Philosophy of Humani-

ties after their language courses (the 

language courses are in the first year 

semester 2 block 1&2 and continue into 

the 2nd year semester 1 block 1&2, cul-

minating in  24ECTS ), group B will take 

Philosophy of Humanities in year 3 in 

the second semester (one block will 

overlap with the beginning of your 

thesis!).  Students from group A will 

have to take a “second major course” 

which means 12ECTS from one of the Eu-

ropean Studies majors (thus one or two 

courses from the first semester of the 

other majors). Group B will have some 

electives to choose from during the time 

in which group A will start their langua-

ge. Group B students start their langua-

ge in their 2nd year. For both language 

groups there is the possibility to take a 

minor in the 3rd year. 

It is important to note here that stu-

dents from language group B have two 

Philosophy of Humanities courses (in 

total 12 ECTS) in their second semester 

of the 3rd year. 

Therefore, the minor should either be 

entirely in the first semester of year 3 or 

it will overlap with the second bloc of 

the first an second semester in year 3, in 

which they will have: Philosophy of 

Humanities 1, the Research Seminar and 

thus the minor course and in the next 

bloc Philosophy of Humanities 2, the 

thesis and their minor course. It is cruci-

al, to consider the schedule of the pre-

ferred minor or, otherwise, instead of a 

30ECTS minor take equivalent electives. 

However, some electives have entry 

requirements and limited capacity.

We  highly suggest you  to check out the 

European Studies course catalogue 

properly regarding these issues: https://-

studiegids.uva.nl/xmlpages/page/2020-

- 2 0 2 1 - e n / s e a r c h -

-programme/programme/6023/237722 
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Project Major European Studies

European History

Academic and Personal Interest

The European History specialisation 

major primarily focuses on modern Eu-

ropean History. Thus, students who did 

not enjoy the Turning Points module 

which served as an introduction to Euro-

pean History in the first year might enjoy 

the focus on Europe’s economic, politi-

cal, and social development in the 20th 

and 21st century. A particular focus is 

also placed on Europe’s positioning in 

the global system. This theme is explo-

red through the lens of postcolonial stu-

dies in particular. How did Europe per-

ceive itself and how was it perceived by 

others? Was European integration a neo-

liberal product or a conservative ap-

proach to ensure the preservation of the 

nation state. How were mass atrocities 

caused by European nations justified 

and how did they affect the image 

Europe had of itself? If these questions 

are of interest you, the European History 

major might be a worthy addition to 

your curriculum. 

The Course Itself

Each European Studies major requires 

the completion of 30 ECTS. For European 

History 18 ECTS are attributed to man-

datory courses and 12 ECTS may be ac-

quired through electives. 

Ordering of Europe in the 20th and 21st 

Century is the annual core module. 

During the  first block, the course explo-

res Europe’s positioning in the world. 

Where did Europe draw its boundaries 

and how did this change over time? 

When did ‘Central Europe’ vanish just to 

be replaced with the contrast between 

Western Europe and Eastern Europe? The 

primary focus of the first block is placed 

on Europe's economic and political 

development. Think of the terms commu-

nism vs capitalism, neoliberalism vs 

welfare state, and so forth. The second 

block takes a closer look to Europe’s 

internal conflict between different ideo-

logies, beginning with a conflict bet-

ween fascism and communism to 

Europe’s crumbling self-image with the 

onset of decolonisation and the rise of 

the extreme left in the 1960s and 1970s. 

Grading of the course is completely 

essay-based.

The Major Workshop European History is 

the second mandatory course module 

for the major and aims at introducing 

students to the historical research me-

thodology. Students will discuss what 

good history writing entails, different 

approaches taken towards history wri-

ting and how to develop a research pro-

posal. 
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There is the chance to visit an archive in 

order to learn how historians seek out 

and consult primary sources. Guided by 

the seminar teacher students will inde-

pendently work on a final research pro-

ject in line with the methodological 

tools developed throughout the course. 

Students will then have the opportunity 

to choose two of eight electives offered 

within the history major. It is worth 

having an in-depths look at each of 

them in the course catalogue here: htt-

ps://coursecatalogue.uva.nl/xmlpage-

s / p a g e / 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 - e n / s e -

arch-programme/programme/6023/237

758

Some electives overlap with other 

majors. For instance, “Gender in Modern 

Europe” is also available for students of 

the Culture Major while “European 

Memory and Heritage” is exclusive to Eu-

ropean History students. 

Most Popular Future Options 

The European History major does not fix 

you into a specific path the way the law 

major enables you to advance towards 

a law master. What is most important to 

keep in mind is that you will be most

likely to write your thesis in the speciali-

sation that you have chosen. 

History is further useful as it touches 

upon many different academic areas. 

You do not solely memorise timelines 

and chronologies. The study of European 

History requires a thorough understan-

ding of economic, political, and cultural 

developments within Europe, resulting in 

a well-rounded academic profile. Nota-

ble history majors include Winston Chur-

chill, President Biden, and Martha Ste-

wart. 

Practical Information on the Specialisati-

on 

It is good to keep in mind that a lot of 

the grading is essay-based. History 

requires you to understand the existing 

academic debate on a given topic 

through a thorough analysis of existing 

secondary literature before you write 

your papers.  Thus, the specialisation 

involves a lot of reading and a lot of wri-

ting. Assignments will most likely range 

from 2,000 to 2,500 words. An unexpec-

ted bonus is that you will learn how to 

analyse primary sources and how to 

consult archives.
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While it is interesting to read the theory 

of other historians it is much more exci-

ting to seek out your own materials—be 

it propaganda posters from WWII, diary 

entries of a colonial officer or speeches 

held by famous politicians—and piece 

together a historical narrative. In that, 

history writing is a bit like detective 

work! 
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Concluding Remarks

We hope that this booklet has helped 

you get a better idea of the different op-

tions given to you by European Studies, 

how to organise your study plan, and 

what your future options within the field 

offered by the UvA are. 

It is advised to double-check any infor-

mation on ECs and entry requirements 

mentioned on the official UvA European 

Studies course catalogue  in case of any 

updates and modifications concerning 

these. 

For any comments or suggestions, 

please feel free to contact us via con-

tact@020together.nl or visit our website 

www.0-2-0.nl. Furthermore, if you'd like 

to get involved in our party, reach out to 

us on any of our platforms!

Hope you enjoyed this booklet as much 

as we did compiling it! 

Yours truly,

020
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